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PRESS RELEASE 

 
 

INTERMARINE (IMMSI GROUP): THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
AN INNOVATIVE MODULAR UNMANNED SURFACE VEHICLE (USV) HAS BEGUN  

 
 
The drone will support New Generation Minehunters in clearing mined areas, in seabed 

surveillance operations for the control and protection of critical underwater 
infrastructure (i.e., oil and gas pipelines and maritime data networks), and for the 

protection of cultural heritage and the marine environment.  
 
 

Sarzana (La Spezia), 12 February 2026 – Intermarine S.p.A. (IMMSI industrial group – IMS.MI) 
announces that it has begun development of an innovative unmanned surface vehicle (USV – 
Unmanned Surface Vehicle) for the Italian Navy, with highly modular capabilities that will allow the 
integration of multiple and different types of systems and sensors. 
 
The modularity, in line with the concept developed for the New Generation Minehunters, will allow 
Intermarine USV to operate across the full spectrum of underwater operations: minehunting, 
protection and control of critical underwater infrastructure, wreck search, hydrographic mapping and 
intelligence. 
 
The new drone is part of a broad program to modernize mine countermeasures capabilities and control 
and protection of critical underwater infrastructure that the Italian Navy launched last year, which has led 
to the construction of the New Generation Minehunter units, which will replace the units currently in service. 
 
The study of the new USV leverages the experience gained in designing minehunters by adopting the most 
advanced composite construction techniques to an innovative drone, specifically for countering of 
naval mines, with a focus on the highest levels of autonomy, resilience, and effectiveness. 
 
The USV will be able to operate completely autonomously or be remotely controlled, expanding the 
operational capabilities of minehunters and contributing to the protection of larger units. This is achieved 
by seeking the best balance of weight and size, allowing it to be transported by the largest possible number 
of ships, taking advantage of the spaces and facilities dedicated to manned RHIBs. 
 
"With the development of these innovative unmanned surface vehicles, "commented Livio Corghi, CEO 
of Intermarine, "we are investing in a sector of absolute strategic importance, combining our experience 
in the Underwater sector with the most advanced autonomous driving and artificial intelligence 
technologies, with the constant goal of ensuring maximum safety, operational effectiveness, and the best 
results. These vehicles are destined to play a strategic role in mine clearance operations, seabed 
surveillance operations, the monitoring and protection of critical underwater infrastructure (e.g., oil and gas 
pipelines and maritime data networks), and the protection of cultural heritage and the marine environment." 
 
 
Intermarine 
Intermarine is an Italian shipyard that develops, designs and builds vessels for defence and civil use, as well as marine 
systems and components. A global leader in Mine Countermeasures Vessels, it has built minesweepers for the world’s 
most prestigious navies and has a strong international vocation (in addition to Italy, it has built minesweepers for the  
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USA, Australia, Finland, Algeria, Malaysia, Thailand and Nigeria). Intermarine’s distinguishing characteristic is its ability 
to develop, design, build and test vessels tailored to the customer’s requirements, studying the best technical solution 
in terms of materials. The design of Intermarine products is carried out by the technical department, with the support, 
for specific elements, of leading Italian and international companies. Intermarine invests significant resources in 
innovation, for the benefit of its future production programmes. The quality management system, a fundamental 
operating principle for Intermarine, is applied rigorously at every stage in the design, construction and outfitting of its 
vessels. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For more information: 
  
Immsi Group Press Office 
Diego Rancati 
Via Broletto, 13 - 20121 Milan – Italy 
Mobile: +39.366.6267720 
E-mail: diego.rancati@immsi.it; 
press@immsi.it
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