
 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

BAHRAIN SIGNS MOU WITH RODRIQUEZ (IMMSI GROUP) 
TO BOOST ITS MARINE INDUSTRY 

 
 
Milan, 15 November 2011 – The Bahrain Economic Development Board (EDB) today signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Rodriquez Cantieri Navali (“Rodriquez”), a world-
renowned Italian shipbuilder controlled by the Immsi Group, to establish a marine boat 
manufacturing industry in the Kingdom of Bahrain. 
 
The agreement will build on the already successful marine industry that exists in Bahrain today 
through the contribution of Rodriquez’s more than 60 years of experience as one of the world’s 
leading shipbuilders. Rodriquez specialises in the construction of technologically advanced and 
innovative fast ships for the commercial, military and yacht markets, and has produced over 500 
ships for delivery to 24 countries across the world. 
 
The agreement between the EDB and Rodriquez seeks to combine resources and relationships to 
further strengthen Bahrain’s position as a regional leader in the marine industry. 
 
The MoU was signed during a visit by a senior Bahrain delegation to Italy as part of a road show 
organised by the EDB to further strengthen bilateral relations between the business communities 
and to highlight opportunities for investment in the Kingdom. 
 
Speaking at the signing of the MoU, Sheikh Mohammed bin Essa Al-Khalifa, Chief Executive of the 
Bahrain Economic Development Board, said: “Bahrain is fast becoming a regional leader in the 
marine industry and next week we will have our third, and largest, Bahrain Boat Show International 
(BBSI 2011), with over 100 exhibitors, including some of the biggest players in the industry. 
Today’s agreement, with one of the most renowned, innovative and technologically advanced 
international shipbuilding businesses, provides the opportunity to move the industry in Bahrain 
beyond commercial and operational, into marine boat manufacturing.” 
 
Michele Colaninno, CEO of the Immsi Group which controls Rodriquez, and Livio Corghi, CEO of 
Rodriquez, commented: “This is an exciting opportunity for us. The agreement with Bahrain, the 
gateway to the Gulf and its constantly expanding market, provides us with an opportunity for 
growth and diversification in a region of key importance for our future strategies.” 
 
 
For more information www.bahrainedb.com  
 



 
 
Bahrain Economic Development Board (EDB) 
 
The Bahrain Economic Development Board (EDB) is a dynamic public agency with an overall 
responsibility for formulating and overseeing the economic development strategy of Bahrain, and 
for creating the right climate to attract direct investment into the Kingdom. 
 
The role of the Bahrain EDB is to provide leadership by uniting all of the Kingdom’s shareholders 
through a unified vision, and to develop key strategies for growth. The EDB also acts as a 
facilitator, helping all of Bahrain’s stakeholders understand and adopt the changes necessary for 
progress. In addition, it provides sound project management to ensure that all agreed reform 
initiatives are implemented in an effective and timely manner. 
 
The Bahrain EDB is also responsible for attracting inward investment into Bahrain, and is focusing 
on six target economic sectors in which the Kingdom offers significant strengths. These are 
financial services, downstream industries, tourism, business services, logistics, and education and 
training. 
 
For more information on the Bahrain EDB: www.bahrainedb.com; for information about Bahrain: 
www.bahrain.com. 
 
 
Rodriquez 
 
Controlled by the Immsi Group, the Rodriquez Cantieri Navali group is a leading shipbuilder in the 
worldwide market, at the technological forefront in the field of high-speed ship construction for 
more than 60 years. 
 
Since 1887 to today, the Rodriquez group has specialised in the construction of technologically 
advanced and innovative fast ships, from 14 m to 150 m, built in fibreglass, aluminium, carbon fibre 
or steel, for the commercial, military and yacht markets. It has produced more than 500 ships for 
these markets and delivered them to more than 24 countries throughout the world. 
 
Rodriquez Cantieri Navali has approximately 400 employees and about 50 ships under 
construction, with a sizeable order book. 
 
 
For more information about Rodriquez and the Immsi Group: www.rodriquez.it and www.immsi.it 
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