PRESS RELEASE

INTERMARINE (IMMSI GROUP): CONTRACT TO STUDY “RISK REDUCTION AND
THE DEFINITION OF THE PROJECT FOR A NEW-GENERATION MINEHUNTER”
FOR THE ITALIAN NAVY
La Spezia, 15 February 2021 – Intermarine, a company in the Immsi industrial group
(IMS.MI), has signed a contract to study “risk reduction and definition of the project for a
new-generation minehunter” for the Italian Navy.
The contract relates to the programs for the modernisation of the Italian Navy's fleet of mine
countermeasure vessels, which, as set out in the Long-Term Defence Policy Documents of
the last two years, provide for the construction of 12 new vessels over the coming years to
replace the Navy’s four Lerici class minehunters and eight Gaeta class minehunters.
The new boats will be built in two versions, using the same construction technology as the
Navy’s existing vessels (i.e., shell in composite material, with the hull in ultra-thick
fibreglass without a reinforced frame), but will be larger in size.
An initial version approximately 60 metres long, named “Costiera”, will be the natural
evolution of the boats currently in service. In addition to larger dimensions and higher
performance, it will also incorporate a number of unmanned surface and underwater systems, in
line with the latest trends in the sector.
Given the current capacity requirements, the second version, “d’Altura”, with a length of
around 80 metres, will be a new-generation vessel and therefore has no immediate design
references either in Italy or internationally with regard to size and performance. It will employ
new propulsion systems and a wide range of autonomous vehicles and equipment.
The purpose of the study commissioned from Intermarine is to examine the various
propulsion systems indicated today and select the most suitable system for the new
vessels, particularly for the “d’Altura” version. Taking account of effectiveness, cost and
environmental considerations, the Italian Navy will choose the design it considers most
appropriate as the basis for the development, at a second stage, of the basic project in
preparation for the start-up of future production.
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